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As noted in the spring Newsletter, the 55th International Congress on Medieval Studies, 

scheduled to be held at Western Michigan University, Kalamazoo in May 2020, was can-

celled. The 56th International Congress (to be held from Thursday through Saturday, May 

13 to 15, 2021) will include the same EBS sessions as proposed for the 55th International 

Congress. The six EBS sessions are posted at https://wmich.edu/medievalcongress/call#E. 

Speakers from the original 55th International Congress program and any other scholar 

wishing to speak should now send their abstracts directly to this portal (not to Martha 

Driver). The deadline is September 15. Please also contact me directly, if you will, just to 

let me know you have submitted (mdriver@pace.edu). I strongly encourage all previously 

scheduled speakers to submit an abstract and anyone else interested to do so as well. Not 

everyone who submitted an accepted abstract for 2020 plans to return, so there are now 

spaces in the program.  Please submit abstracts through the Kalamazoo portal as instruct-

ed above by September 15. 

 

The session titles are below: 

I. “What’s Past Is Prologue”: The Translation of Literary Works from Manuscript to 

Print 

II.  Bi- and Tri-Lingual Manuscripts and Early Printed Books 

III.  Migrating Manuscripts and Peripatetic Texts 

IV.  Visual and Verbal Portraits in Manuscripts and Printed Books 

V.  Copying, Editing, and Correction: How Accurate Is It? 

VI. What Makes an English Book English? 

https://wmich.edu/medievalcongress/call#E
mailto:mdriver@pace.edu


EBS International Conference: 
Bangor July 2021 

 
Despite the current COVID 
restrictions, EBS member 
Raluca Radulescu has dili-
gently inquired and tentative-
ly booked various sites for 
the 2021 international meet-
ing of the Early Book Socie-
ty at Bangor University, 

Wales, in July 2021. For Bangor, the theme as 
announced at the Dublin EBS business meet-
ing is (presciently?) “Precarious Lives: Loss, 
Recovery and/or Survival of MSS and Early 
Printed Books, 1350–1550.” The dates are Ju-
ly 5 to 9, 2021. However, a final decision as to 
whether our conference will go forward will 
be made in January 2021, when perhaps cir-
cumstances may have improved. Currently, we 
are discussing either a completely in-person 
conference or a mixed media meeting with 
both online and in-person presentations. Given 
the fact that Americans cannot currently cross 
international borders (and even if we could, 
there is a two-week quarantine at both ends of 
a trip), and that some people from states with 
high COVID numbers are asked also to self-
quarantine when they cross state lines, it is dif-
ficult to make a judgment call at this point. I 
know some scholars remain very keen to turn 
up, but we will have to see.  
 If all goes well, the conference will be 
held on the beautiful grounds of Reichel Hall, 
which is near the University halls of residence. 

Raluca empha-
sizes that the 
university li-
brary has a 
splendid reading 
room and ar-
chives, including 
early printed 
books in English 
and Latin, along 
with many 
Welsh materi-

als. There are 
nice hotels 
within walking 
distance of the 
campus as well 
as good taxi 
service, with 
lots of fun 
things to do, 
including 
mountain 
climbing for 
the stout-
hearted (!) or 
just a nice walk to Bangor Garth Pier. Penrhyn 
Castle, a splendid example of nineteenth-
century neo-Norman architecture, is nearby, 
and Bangor Cathedral, known for its music 
and organ recitals, is also a local highlight. 
The site of the present building of this cathe-
dral has been in use as a place of Christian 
worship since the sixth century. The trip out 
will be to the John Rylands Library, Manches-
ter. There are also large National Trust proper-
ties near Bangor where the conference dinner 
may be held. Stay tuned to this story as it de-
velops. We realize that these dates conflict 
with those of the Leeds conference in 2021 
though it may be possible for conferees to at-
tend both, either coming from Leeds to Bangor 
or vice-versa (approximately a two-hour 
drive). The call-for-papers will be sent now in 
January after further meetings of the organiz-
ers. We would also love to hear from you! 
Please mark the dates for Bangor (July 5–9) in 
your calendars, and if you are particularly or-
ganized, you 
may further 
note the dates 
for Limerick in 
2023, which 
are July 11–14 
with a trip out 
on July 15.   
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Bangor Garth Pier.  
Photo by JThomas on  
Wikimedia Commons. 

Penrhyn Castle.  
Photo by Ввласенко on Wiki-

media Commons. 

John Rylands Library Photo by 
Michael D. Beckwith (Creative 

Commons). 



Status of the Early Book Society 
(updated) 

 
This is, to some extent, a reiteration of the ear-
lier column in the Spring 2020 Newsletter. 
Pace University is holding some classes (but 
not all) in the traditional classroom this fall 
with the addition of HyFlex machines that use 
Zoom, so the professor can teach simultane-
ously four or five students in the classroom 
along with 20 or so online (how this is to be 
achieved effectively has not been explained). 
This writer, however, will not be going into 
the office in fall and perhaps not in the spring 
term either, so for the time being please send 
your dues checks to:  
 

Early Book Society 
c/o Martha Driver  
333 East 53 St Apt 12B  
NY, NY 10022.  
 

 While the writer has made some forays 
into Manhattan (sadly changed with many 
buildings boarded up, people passed out on 
sidewalks, crime rate way up), she has not got-
ten to depositing all EBS checks, some picked 
up last week in the Pace office, when she ven-
tures briefly to leave the domicile.  If you are a 
British or European member, please continue 
to send your checks to Margaret Connolly.  
 Thanks are due to Amy Airhart-Sheldon, 
a student at the University of Toronto, who 
helped this go-round with the editing of JEBS 
23, as well as to Raluca Radulescu, Margaret 
Connolly, and Carrie Griffin, who are putting 
together plans for future conferences (see 
above). Thank you, too, to Derek Pearsall, 
Mike Kuczynski, Cynthia Brown, Mary Beth 
Winn, among the several champion external 
readers for JEBS 23 (one of whom wished to 
remain anonymous), and Sue Powell, Alex 
Gillespie, and Sonja Drimmer, the co-editors 
of JEBS 23. The writer also thanks Julia 
Boffey, Tony Edwards, Toshi Takamiya, Alex-
andra Barratt, Alex Gillespie, Sue Powell, Lu-
cy Sandler, Linne Mooney, Bob Yeager, Ralph 
Hanna, S.C. Kaplan, and Barbara Shailor, 

among the many other EBS members who 
have been in touch over the last few weeks 
and summer, along with all the scholars sched-
uled to speak at Kalamazoo who have renewed 
their interest in participating in 2021. We are 
on target for the EBS annual journal (JEBS 23, 
for more on this, see below) to come out next 
year in a timely fashion, thanks to the work of 
the Pace University Press grad students, 
Stephanie Hsu, and Manuela Soares. Our bank 
account is solid. We look forward to a return to 
normalcy and feeling no fear about contagion, 
with happy days ahead together with friends 
from the Early Book Society.  
 

Museums and Libraries Online 
 
In this time of COVID, when one finds most 
favorite activities curtailed (eating in Manhat-
tan restaurants is an adventure these days, as 
most are out in the street with oncoming traf-
fic) or impossible (visiting library collections, 
hearing talks at conferences, traveling, shop-
ping at non-essential stores), one can still for-
tunately access many libraries and museums 
virtually. Active on Instagram, for example, 
are The Morgan Library, The Royal Irish 
Academy, Dublin, The Grolier Club, and The 
Parker Library (which has been running MS 
transcription contests), among others. The 
Morgan runs a nearly daily email program, 
called “The Morgan, Connect-
ed” (media@themorgan.org), featuring virtual 
exhibitions, and there have also been emails 
with highlights from the Newberry, Getty and 
other collections. The Metropolitan Museum is 
offering highlights via email of their collec-
tions. Museums offering virtual tours of col-
lections are also accessible through Google 
Arts & Culture: https://
artsandculture.google.com/partner?hl=en 
 Readers of this Newsletter with further 
links of interest to the Society are very wel-
come to send them to Martha Driver 
(mdriver@pace.edu) and Martha Rust 
(Martha.rust@nyu.edu) for posting on the EBS 
website. We are particularly interested in 
which libraries may be opening and access to 
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photos and photo archives of medieval materi-
als. 
 

News About JEBS  
 

Pace University Press is expected to open next 
week when our term begins (three weeks ear-
ly).  If you have a question about your journal 
from 2019, please contact the Press directly at 
Pace UP (paceupress@gmail.com). The Press 
has been very efficient and helpful with issues 
in recent years under the guidance of Manuela 
Soares, who is Director of the M.S. in Publish-
ing Program for the university. Copies of JEBS 
are part of EBS membership and also may be 
ordered directly from the Press at 
www.pace.edu/press/ (when the Press reo-
pens).  
 JEBS 23, the 2020 issue of the journal, 
will be delivered to the press in early Septem-
ber as usual. Submissions for JEBS 24 will 
open by mid-November once the current issue 
has been put to bed.  Contributors to the cur-
rent issue include Francesca Aiello, Karen 
Blough, Julia Boffey, Janet Cowen, Cynthia J. 
Cyrus, Debora Di Pietro, Elisabeth Dutton, 
A.S.G. Edwards, Anamaria Gellert, Ralph 
Hanna, Phillipa Hardman, Simona Inserra, 
Katherine Storm Hindley, S.C. Kaplan, Julian 
Luxford, Carol Meale, Marco Palma, Niamh 
Pattwell, Daniel Sawyer, John Scattergood, 
Elizabeth Solopova, Silvia Tripodi, and Sarah 
Wilma Watson. We look forward to publication 
this winter.  
 Beginning after mid-November, please 
send us your work for consideration. For the 
front section, members of the Early Book So-
ciety are asked submit longer papers (35–40 
pp), with endnotes and a full Works Cited list, 
in both hard and electronic copy. These are 
substantial essays on any aspect of the history 
of manuscripts and/or printed books, with em-
phasis on the period between 1350 and 1550.  
At this juncture, longer essays may be sent by 
email only, please, to Martha Driver 
(mdriver@pace.edu), with JEBS 24 submis-
sion in the subject line.   
 Please submit notes on recent discov-

eries (4 to 10 pages), highlighting little-known 
or recently uncovered texts or images, for the 
Nota Bene section to Alexandra Gillespie 
(alexandra.gillespie@gmail.com) and Sonja 
Drimmer (sdrimmer@arthist.umass.edu), cop-
ying Martha Driver on email correspondence 
for this section of the journal. Nota Bene fea-
tures shorter essays that include only endnotes 
(not a Works Cited list).  
 Please send brief (200–650 words) notes 
about little- or lesser-known collections and 
libraries of interest to the Society to Martha 
Driver.   
 Members of the Early Book Society 
who are recent authors may send review books 
for consideration to Susan Powell 
(S.Powell@salford.ac.uk). Please inquire as to 
her current mailing address. Articles in back 
issues of JEBS are available online through the 
Modern Language Association database. Con-
sult the Pace University Press website, 
www.pace.edu/press, if you wish to purchase 
the first issue of JEBS, published in 1997. This 
was out of print for twenty years and has been 
reissued. The Journal uses The Chicago Man-
ual of Style as its house manual. For general 
information, contact M.Driver@pace.edu and/
or PaceUPress@gmail.com. 
 

Subscription Information  
 

JEBS 23, the issue forthcoming in Winter 
2020/21, will be sent to 
members who by the end of 
summer (August 2020). 
Please check the (new!) 
EBS website for any an-
nouncements: https://
earlybooksociety.org/. EBS 
membership runs through 
the academic year (a new 
cycle begins in September, 
in other words). If you are 
ordering extra copies, you 
can pay with VISA (in U.S. 
dollars) using the order 
form on the Pace UP site at http://
press.pace.edu/. Libraries may purchase copies 4 
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directly from Ingram Library Services (1-800-
937-5300). If you did pay last year, you may 
also order copies of JEBS 22 directly from the 
Press.  
 This Newsletter includes the member-
ship form for the current academic year (that 
is, for 2020 to 2021) on the last page of this 
bulletin. Members are asked to pay their dues 
promptly and can check their payment status 
through the EBS website run by Martha Rust 
at https://earlybooksociety.org/.  
 European members who wish to contin-
ue to pay their dues in sterling can make a 
check for £24 out to the Early Book Society 
and send it to Margaret Connolly (Lauderdale, 
Cupar Road, Ceres, Fife, Scotland, KY15 5LP 
UK. E-mail: mc29@st-andrews.ac.uk), but 
they are particularly encouraged, especially 
now, to make direct payments to the Society’s 
UK bank account , details as follows: 
 

account name: Early Book Society  
sort code: 209956 
account number: 70084646 
 

Please remember to add your surname as a ref-
erence! 
 EBS is officially incorporated in the 
state of New York as a not-for-profit institu-
tion and can accept charitable donations to 
further its efforts to promote the history of the 
book particularly in the earlier periods of pro-
duction.  
 

Brand-New EBS Website,  
Membership List, and ListServ  

 
Martha Rust at New York University is the 
webmaster for the EBS site which she has 
been redesigning over the last several years. 
Our brand-new website can be viewed at 
https://earlybooksociety.org/. The beautifully 
presented site includes an electronic version of 
the Newsletter, announcements of interest to 
the EBS membership, the current membership 
list, and the Honor Roll, a list of those who 
have paid their EBS dues already for 2019 to 
2020. It also now includes a password to ac-

cess the membership list. EBS members can 
contact Martha Rust (martha.rust@nyu.edu) 
for the current password to the membership 
list. This list is updated regularly as subscrip-
tions sent to Martha Driver and Margaret Con-
nolly arrive in the mail or are paid online for 
European and UK members (for Margaret’s 
address, see above). Suggestions for other 
items members would like to see included on 
this site (announcements of forthcoming 
books, of conferences or talks and exhibitions) 
may be sent to: martha.rust@nyu.edu or to 
mdriver@pace.edu.  Martha Rust also admin-
isters the Early Book Society listserv which 
can be found here: early-book-
society@googlegroups.com.  If you wish to be 
added to the EBS listserv, please contact Mar-
tha Rust at martha.rust@nyu.edu. 
 
EBS Facebook Page, Twitter, and Insta-

gram 
 

Carrie Griffin, University of Limerick, kindly 
volunteered to set up a Facebook page for the 
Society at the York Conference in 2011. Since 
then, the page has hosted a variety of articles, 
announcements, and comments. The page is 
designed to share news in between Newsletters 
and to encourage people to stay in touch be-
tween EBS conferences and our meetings at 
Kalamazoo. The page can be accessed at:  
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Early-Book-
Society/191172517607926?sk=wall 
 Please ‘LIKE’ us if you have not done 
so already, and we welcome your comments 
and stories about books from around the 
world. Carrie now further reports she has set 
up a Twitter account for 
EBS with this address: 
@earlybooksoc. If you are 
a tweeter, please check it 
out! And, if you have ques-
tions, comments, or infor-
mation of interest to the 
Society, please contact 
Carrie directly at car-
riegrif@gmail.com. 

 Dr. S.C. (“Kappie”) Kaplan has also 
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instituted an EBS Instagram account 
(@earlybooksociety). If you have pictures of 
MSS, printed books, libraries, or EBS mem-
bers that you’d like to share, please send them 
to her at sckaplan.editing@gmail.com, or tag 
@earlybooksociety in your post and she will 
regram it. This might be particularly useful for 
those trying to track a scribe or a script or 
even an iconographic source. If you already 
have an Instagram account (and can remember 
your password, *slaps forehead!*), please fol-
low us and like our posts. 
 

EBS Book Series:  
Texts and Transitions 

 
Through Brepols, EBS publishes monographs 
dealing with late medieval manuscripts and 
early printed books to about 1550, particularly 
those that explore the transition from manu-
script to print and questions to do with readers 
and literacy, owners and patronage, the dis-
semination of texts, and the reception of medi-
eval texts. The series draws on the ideals and 
aims of the Early Book Society.  A “text” 
may be either a word or an image, where a 
picture serves also as a text that can be read 
and interpreted. The focus is mainly on manu-
scripts and books produced in England or for 
the English market, and closely related French 
and Continental works. The series includes 
monographs of about 250 to 300 pages, collec-
tions of previously published essays by one 
author (updated and revised), or in some cases 
essay collections with a clearly unified theme 
or one main subject. Authors are encouraged 
to include illustrations. Pictures are repro-
duced in black and white, though color illus-
trations may be included in special cases. Au-
thors are responsible for purchasing photo-
graphs and securing the permissions to repro-
duce them.  
 The first volume in the EBS series, The 
Making of Poetry: Late-Medieval French Po-
etic Anthologies by Jane H. M. Taylor, pub-
lished in August of 2007, received many ex-
cellent reviews. Other books in the Texts & 

Transitions series include: Alexandra Barratt’s 
Anne Bulkeley and her Book: Fashioning Fe-
male Piety in Early Tudor England, Texts & 
Transitions 2; The Poet’s Notebook: The Per-
sonal Manuscript of Charles d’Orléans (Paris, 
BnF, MS fr. 25458), by Mary-Jo Arn, Texts & 
Transitions 3 (2008); Rebecca L. Schoff’s 
Reformations: Three Medieval Authors in 
Manuscripts and Movable Type, Texts & Tran-
sitions 4 (2007);  Probable Truth: Editing Me-
dieval Texts from Britain in the Twenty-First 
Century, edited by Vincent Gillespie and Anne 
Hudson, Texts & Transitions 5 (2013); The 
Making of the Vernon Manuscript: The Pro-
duction and Contexts of Oxford, Bodleian Li-
brary, MS Eng. poet. a. 1, Texts & Transitions 
6, edited by Wendy Scase (2011); Agency and 
Intention in English Print, 1476 –1526, by 
Kathleen Tonry, Texts & Transitions 7 (2016); 
Medieval Anglo-Irish Troubles: A Cultural 
Study of BL MS Harley 913, by Deborah L. 
Moore, Texts & Transitions 8 (2017);  Alche-
my, Medicine and Commercial Book Produc-
tion, by Alpo Honkapohja, Texts & Transitions 
9 (2017);  Manuscripts and their Texts: Essays 
in Honour of Ralph Hanna, Texts & Transi-
tions 10, edited by Simon Horobin and Aditi 
Nafde (2017); The Birgittines of Syon Abbey: 
Preaching and Print, by Susan Powell, Texts 
& Transitions 11 (2017); and Editing and In-
terpretation of Middle English Texts: Essays in 
Honour of William Marx, edited by Margaret 
Connolly and Raluca Radelescu, Texts & 
Transitions 12 (2018). 
The latest publication in 
the series is Female Au-
thorship, Patronage, and 
Translation in Late Medi-
eval France from Chris-
tine de Pizan to Louise 
Labé, by Anneliese Pol-
lock Renck, Texts & 
Transitions 13, published 
in September 2018, 
which was reviewed in 
JEBS 22.    
 The immediate or-

ganizers and general 6 
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editors of the series are Martha Driver (Pace 
University, NY) and Derek Pearsall (Harvard 
University, emeritus). The advisory board 
comprises experts in the various fields of late 
medieval and early modern literature and cul-
ture and in the history of manuscripts and 
books. The members of the board are: Julia 
Boffey (Queen Mary, University of London), 
Ardis Butterfield (Yale University), Philippa 
Hardman (University of Reading), Alastair 
Minnis (Yale University), Oliver Pickering 
(Brotherton Library, Leeds), John Scattergood 
(Trinity College, Dublin), John Thompson 
(Queen's University, Belfast), and Vincent Gil-
lespie (Oxford). Those interested in inquiring 
about submissions should contact Guy Carney 
(guy.carney@brepols.net), Derek Pearsall 
(Derek@apearsall.fsnet.co.uk), or Martha 
Driver (mdriver@pace.edu). 
 

 Virtual Library Launched  

The University of Toronto’s Digital Tools for 
Manuscript Study (DTMS) project announces 
the launch of an online digital exhibit, 
“Reconstructing John Stow’s Medieval Manu-
script Annotations.” This exhibit on antiquari-
an John Stow (1524/25–1605) seeks to recon-
struct his manuscript library and analyze his 
marginal annotations, highlighting topics such 
as Stow’s marks of ownership and his interest 
in Chaucer and Lydgate. This exhibit also 
showcases the DTMS team’s IIIF toolkit for 
Omeka, the creation of which was overseen by 
project librarian Rachel Di Cresce; this has al-
lowed the team to annotate digital manuscript 
images with their transcriptions of Stow’s 
notes.  
 This project began with Alexandra Gil-
lespie’s working handlist of over 100 manu-

scripts that supposedly contained notes in 
Stow’s hand. Project member Jessica Hender-
son then examined each manuscript in person, 
describing them and taking photos when possi-
ble; her research narrowed down this handlist 
to 75 manuscripts that contain Stow’s hand. 
The DTMS team, including Laura Mitchell 
and Madeleine Elson, then processed Hender-
son’s findings, transcribing the marginal notes 
and annotating the digital images with these 
transcriptions. The project’s next steps include 
making available the data compiled on Stow’s 
books, as well as more digitally annotated im-
ages of Stow’s notes. “Reconstructing John 
Stow’s Medieval Manuscript Annotations” is 
available at https://
johnstowsbooks.library.utoronto.ca/.  
(contributed by Una Creedon-Carey, PhD 
Candidate, University of Toronto) 
 

Obituaries 
 

Death of James Ryan,  
Medievalist 

 
Jim Ryan (1938–2020) was a medieval histori-
an, specializing in the crusades and mission 
societies, not a book historian at all, but he 
was formative nonetheless at the very begin-
ning of the Early Book Society. Thirty-five 
years ago, this writer worked alongside Jim 
when she served as vice-president, then presi-
dent of the Medieval Club of NY; working 
then as the Club’s treasurer, Jim was truly the 
backbone of that Club which attracted famous 
medievalists from 
around the world to pre-
sent lectures at CUNY 
Grad Center once a 
month. Jim would later 
himself become its pres-
ident from 1994 to 
1996. Jim provided one 
enduring model of ser-
vice though his work 
with the Club. Tremen-
dously well read, with 
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a lively wit, Jim was also a popular presenter 
at Kalamazoo’s Pseudo Society, publishing 
such efforts as “Medieval Technology and the 
Chastity Belt,” in the proceedings of that au-
gust organization (2003), along with three 
more serious books and many scholarly arti-
cles. Jim was a life member of the American 
Historical Association and the Medieval Acad-
emy of America, and treasurer of the Society 
for the Study of the Crusades and the Latin 
East from 2005 to 2014. One can read a 
charming interview with Jim at http://
www.crusaderstudies.org.uk/resources/
historians/profiles/ryan/index.html 
 

The Marquess of Bath Dies of COVID  
 
As noted briefly on the EBS listserv, Lord 
Bath died at aged 87 after testing positive for 
corona virus and being admitted to the Royal 
United hospital in Bath on 28 March. As many 
EBS members know, Lord Bath, Alexander 
Thynn, lived in Longleat House in Wiltshire 
which houses a wonderful library collection. A  
former Augustinian priory, Longleat was pur-
chased for Sir John Thynn in in 1541 for £53 
and became the family seat of the Thynnes, 
one of whom, William Thynne, was the editor 
of Chaucer, and another, Francis Thynne, Wil-
liam’s only son,  penned the Animadversions, 
which defended his father’s edition against 
Speght’s. Tess Tavormina first alerted the So-
ciety about the death of Marquess, who was 
known for his colorful attire and lifestyle. Var-
ious EBS members then contacted Martha 
Driver who herself had visited the library at 

Longleat 
long ago 
and who 
remem-
bered see-
ing the fa-
ther of Al-
exander 
Thynn, the 
sixth Mar-
quess of 
Bath, in 

the library early one morning, unshaven, ap-
parently drunk, with his hunting dogs. He was 
quickly chased out by the indomitable Kate 
Harris who is still the librarian of the es-
teemed collection. EBS member Ernie Sulli-
van wrote to compare notes on his trip to 
Longleat, commenting that this “is a great li-
brary with a full-time professional librarian” 
and further “I never met the Marquess—he 
did not deal with Colonials.” We both remem-
bered the £10 daily fee and briefly discussed 
the Kama Sutra rooms, painted by Alexander, 
which neither of us ventured to see, though I 
did get to the zoo and saw the impressive pet 
cemetery at Longleat one lunchtime. Sue 
Powell also contributed some wry commen-
tary on the Marquess’s “wifelets.” For more 
on this, see https://www.theguardian.com/uk-
news/2020/apr/05/lord-bath-longleat-dies-
contracting-covid-19-coronavirus-marquess. 
 
John N. King, Book 

Historian, Dies 
 
Mark Rankin, a former 
student of John N. King 
(1945–2020), wrote in 
June to report John’s 
death from complica-
tions following heart 
surgery. King taught in 
the English Department 
of Ohio State University 
and published important 
works on Tudor history. 
His research was multi-
disciplinary, employing 
historical, literary, and 
art historical approaches, with focus mainly 
on primary sources, manuscripts, books, docu-
ments, illustrations, and works of art.  Among 
his books are English Reformation Literature: 
The Tudor Origins of the Protestant Tradition 
(Princeton, 1982), Tudor Royal Iconography: 
Literature and Art in an Age of Religious Cri-
sis (Princeton, 1989), Foxe’s Book of Martyrs 
and Early Modern Print Culture (Cambridge, 

2006), Henry VIII and His Afterlives 8 

7th Marquess of Bath. Image from 
bristolpost.co.uk. 

John N. King. Image 
from rsa.org. 
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(Cambridge, 2009), and Tudor Books and 
Readers (Cambridge, 2010). John’s mono-
graph-in-progress, “The Reformation of the 
Book: 1450–1650,” for which he received a 
Guggenheim fellowship, remains unfinished at 
his death. For a more detailed obituary, please 
see: https://www.rsa.org/
blogpost/856879/351505/John-N-King-2-
February-1945-13-June-2020. 
 

Death of Richard Sharpe Reported 
 
Nigel Ramsay has written with the sad news of 
the death of Richard Sharpe (1954–2020), a 
professor of diplomatic (charter scholarship) at 
Oxford University since 1998, who has died 
aged 66 of heart failure. An early publication 
(1985) was A Bibliography of Celtic-Latin Lit-
erature 400–1200, with Michael Lapidge. He 
further published A Handlist of the Latin Writ-
ers of Great Britain and Ireland before 1540 
(1997). From 1990, Sharpe was the general 
editor of the Corpus of British Medieval Li-
brary Catalogues. He also published a signifi-
cant work on medieval bibliography, Titulus 
(2003). Sharpe’s main goal was, in Nigel’s 
words “to put at our fingertips the key infor-
mation about all the books and their contents 
that were known to every clerk, monk or friar 
in medieval Britain. With precision and clarity, 
he brought these books to three-dimensional 
life in a wholly original way. For him—and 
now us—they were not just catalogue-titles 
but living texts, with origins and histories 
traceable back to their first authorship and 
down to their physical, present-day location.” 
More of Nigel’s obituary for Richard Sharpe 

may be 
read here. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Additional Excitement 
 

Autograph MS of Elizabeth I Discovered 
in Lambeth Palace 

 
Dr. John-Mark Philo, an honorary fellow in 
English Studies at the University of East An-
glia, has uncovered a Tacitus manuscript cop-
ied partially in the hand of Queen Elizabeth I. 
An unusual paper stock and “an extremely dis-
tinctive, disjointed hand”  
are clues that led Philo to identify Queen Eliz-
abeth I’s handwriting in a 16th century manu-
script housed in the Lambeth Palace Library. 
Philo published an article on his find in Re-
view of English Studies last fall. For more, see 
https://livingchurch.org/2019/12/05/elizabeth-i
-manuscript-discovered-at-lambeth-palace-
library/. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MS Fragments and Elizabethan Textiles 

Uncovered in Recent Discovery 
 
During the renovations of Oxburgh Hall, a 500
-year-old historic home in England, workers 
found Elizabethan-era textiles and centuries-
old Roman Catholic books, hidden by the 
owners following Elizabeth I’s outlawing of 
the religion in 1558. The house was built by 
Sir Edmund Bedingfeld after he inherited the 
estate in 1476. Among the items recovered 
was a fragment of a 15th-century illuminated 
manuscript, the gold leaf of its text still intact. 
There was also said to be part of 16th-century 

Spanish romance. More about this can be 9 
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Recovered MS fragment. Photo by 

Mike Hodgson. 
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read at https://news.artnet.com/art-world/
catholic-relics-tudor-manor-1902708?. 
 

Call for Papers: Manuscripts on My 
Mind (Again) 

 
The Pandemic Issue of Manuscripts on My 
Mind, no. 30 (May 2020), presented happy 
memories of the study of favorite MSS in li-
braries from all over, featuring the writing of 
Alexandra Barratt, Cynthia J. Cyrus, Martha 
Driver, Carrie Griffin, Monica Green, Maidie 
Hilmo, Nancy Pope, Lucy Freeman Sandler, 
Valerie Schutte, Kathleen L. Scott, Stacie Vos 
and Roger S. Wieck, among other authors. See 
https://www.slu.edu/arts-and-sciences/
medieval-renaissance-studies/pdfs/
momm30.pdf. 
 Editor Susan L’Engle now writes with a 
further request for brief essays for the forth-
coming issue (no. 31, to appear in September 
2020). The general subject is strategies for 
coping with MS research during COVID. She 
writes that the manuscript community would 
be interested in hearing how those in profes-
sional and academic sectors are dealing with 
lockdown and surmounting its limitations re-
garding the study, dissemination, and exposi-
tion of manuscripts. Some writers may wish to 
address the ways in which COVID-19 has in-
stigated change in MS studies, and how it may 
hamper, challenge or shape future endeavors. 
The deadline for short essays is August 31, 
2020. Contact Susan at lengles@slu.edu for 
details.  
 
Whittington’s Gift: Reconstructing the 

Lost Common Library of London’s 
Guildhall 

 
This three-year project, led by Dr Ryan Perry 
at the University of Kent and Dr Stephen 
Kelly at Queen’s University Belfast, has been 
funded by the Leverhulme Trust (£367,000) 
and will appoint two postdoctoral research as-
sistants, one to be located at each institution. 
 Whittington’s Gift aims to demon-

strate that London citizens created new pro-
grams of religious education for both the 
City's clergy and for literate lay communities 
that have hitherto gone 
largely unnoticed by schol-
arship. Thanks to the legacy 
of Richard Whittington (d. 
1423), perhaps London’s 
most storied mayor, an ex-
traordinary resource for re-
ligious education emerged 
under the auspices of Whit-
tington’s innovative execu-
tor, John Carpenter, com-
mon clerk of London’s 
Guildhall. Early career re-
searchers welcome to ap-
ply. Candidates must have 
excellent paleographical 
and codicological skills, and have a research 
focus on 14th- and 15th-century English devo-
tional literature and culture.   
 The PDRA based at Kent will work 
closely with Dr Ryan Perry on the codicologi-
cal assessment of the project’s corpus, with a 
view to identifying codices the project team 
believe were either produced or copied from 
exemplars originally held at the London 
Guildhall Library. The PDRA based at 
Queen’s will have responsibility for producing 
diplomatic transcriptions of the project’s tex-
tual corpus, for inclusion in one of the pro-
ject’s main outputs, “Meke Reverence and 
Devocyon: A Research Anthology of Late Me-
dieval English Religious Writing” (the first 
since Hortsmann in the 19th century). Famili-
arity with the protocols of contemporary textu-
al scholarship will be a benefit. Contact Dr 
Stephen Kelly for more information:  
School of Arts, English and Languages, 
Queen's University Belfast, Belfast BT7 1NN, 
N. Ireland s.p.kelly@qub.ac.uk. 
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Constabulary Notes from All Over 
 

More on Obbink 
 
In the Spring issue of this 
Newsletter, the machina-
tions of one Dirk Obbink, 
formerly associate profes-
sor in papyrology and 
Greek at Christ Church, 
Oxford University, were 
discussed in connection 
with his scamming The 
Museum of the Bible 
(MOTB) in Washington, 
DC. MOTB was founded 

by the evangelical owners of Hobby Lobby, 
the arts-and-crafts store. Obbink allegedly sold 
13 biblical fragments he stole from the Lon-
don-based Egypt Exploration Society to Hob-
by Lobby in 2010.  
 In a separate incident, The Daily Beast 
(May 2018) investigated Obbink’s attempts to 
sell rare fragments of the gospel of Mark to 
David Green, owner of Hobby Lobby, Obbink 
claimed were found in an “Egyptian garbage 
dump.” This sale went through for an undis-
closed amount. This is among several scandals 
associated with Hobby Lobby’s collections, 
including the recent revelation that five of its 
Dead Sea Scroll fragments are modern forger-
ies. Obbink was suspended from his duties at 
Oxford in January 2020 and was arrested this 
spring.  
 Alexandra Barratt writes from New 
Zealand that Obbink was also the vendor of 
the Mirror of Recluses MS that is currently un-
der export ban. Obbink acquired it in 2014 for 
£182,500 (on his associate professor salary?). 
The Mirror of Recluses is believed to have 
been written in the early 1400s in London by 
an unknown scribe and is a translation of the 
Latin Speculum inclusorum. It is the only 
complete text known and was “almost certain-
ly written for female anchorites” and as such 
“offers a rich new avenue of exploration into 
the nature of women’s religious education in 
the early fifteenth century.” This story is re-

ported here: https://
www.finebooksmagazine.com/blog/uk-bars-
export-fifteenth-century-manuscript-guide-
hermits. 
 There are further stories about Obbink’s 
activities, of most interest perhaps (as first re-
ported in the  Times) the revelation that a re-
view of Christ Church college’s annual reports 
shows an equity-sharing arrangement with Dr. 
Dirk Obbink for £434,000 in 2018 in order for 
the professor to purchase a property. Obbink 
was also awarded a grant through the UK’s 
Research and Innovation (UKRI) to support 
the project Living Virtually: Creating and In-
terfacing Digital Surrogates of Textual Data 
Embedded (Hidden) in Cultural Heritage Arte-
facts (from May 2019 through April 2022), 
publicly funded  for £845,579, with Obbink 
listed as the project’s Principal Investigator. 
For more, see https://art-
crime.blogspot.com/2020/04/christ-church-
loans-and-other-dirk.html. 
 
Return of Stolen Christopher Columbus 

Letter 
 
As reported in earlier issues, the hunt is on to 
find the thief of a letter written by Christopher 
Columbus, who first steals the printed origi-
nals and replaces them with forgeries. For the 
fourth time in the past four years, federal 
agents and attorneys in Delaware have recov-
ered a stolen copy of that historic letter, now 
worth up to $1.3 million.  In this case, the let-
ter had been stolen 40 years ago from a library 
in Venice, Italy, and was found in the library 
of a private collector, identified by Paul Need-
ham, curator of the Scheide Library at Prince-
ton University. Needham came across the sto-
len letter years ago when he was asked to ex-
amine it. At the time, it had not been reported 
missing from the Venice library. About 13 
years later, in September 2018, Needham was 
at a conference in Venice and learned the letter 
he examined could belong to the library there. 
Needham, who has worked with investigators 
on other cases, contacted the Department of 
Justice to let them know about the suspected 11 
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stolen property.  
 In another story, another stolen Christo-
pher Columbus letter was recently returned to 
the Vatican Library. A collector, Robert David 
Parsons, had paid a $875,000 for the letter. In 
2017, an expert compared Parsons’ document 
to the one in the Vatican and determined that 
only Parsons’ was authentic; the other was a 
very skillfully executed fake. Just who is forg-
ing Columbus letters remains a mystery. The 
forgery held in the Vatican had been created 
with a technique called “stereotyping,” which 
“reproduces the tactile effects of early printed 
books.” This technique was popular during the 
19th and 20th centuries, so it is possible that 
investigators are dealing with a crime that was 
committed many years ago. For more, see 
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/
stolen-copy-christopher-columbus-letter-
returned-vatican-180969399/.  
 There is an interesting documentary on 
this series of crimes which can be viewed at 
https://www.cbs.com/shows/60_minutes/
video/
QjkMEU3hRNeJe_88WlDSs0qjNDT6Mx4Y/
rare-million-dollar-copies-of-a-letter-written-
by-christopher-columbus-replaced-with-
fakes/. 

~thanks to Sylvie Merian for forwarding 
a link to this clip 

 
 

Book Crime Texas-Style 
 
A review of Bluffing Texas 
Style: The Arsons, Forger-
ies, and High-Stakes Poker 
Capers of Rare Book Deal-
er Johnny Jenkins 
(University of Oklahoma 
Press, 2020), reported on 
the ExLibris listserv, came 
across the desk recently 
(sent by Sylvie Merian). The book narrates the 
many activities of John H. Jenkins of Austin, 
Texas, the rare book dealer, bibliographer, 
book thief, forger, arsonist, and former presi-
dent of the ABAA (Antiquarian Booksellers 
Association of America). In the review, Terry 
Belanger, the wizard who founded the Rare 
Book School currently located at the Universi-
ty of Virginia, writes that he knew Johnny Jen-
kins when Terry collaborated with him and 
Katharine Kyes Leab on a joint ALA/ABAA 
publication, “Rare Book and Manuscript 
Thefts: A Security System for Librarians, 
Booksellers, and Collectors,” which given Mr. 
Jenkins’ proclivities must have been rather 
surprising in retrospect. Jenkins was mentored, 
in part, by Harry Ransom, chancellor of the 
University of Texas (for whom the rare book 
collection at the University of Texas at Austin 
is named), who encouraged him to become a 
publisher, while all the while, even from his 
undergraduate days, Johnny stole books from 
collections, forged others, and this writer was 
surprised to discover Jenkins may be a distant 
relative by marriage!   
 

Other Diversions 
 
Though not focused on the 
medieval and early modern 
period, The Library Book, by 
Susan Orlean, makes for in-
teresting reading. The book 
describes the motivations and 
background for a devastating 
fire that raged through the 

Los Angeles Public Library 12 

Authentic copy of a Columbus letter 
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on April 29, 1986, while also offering insights 
into the work of libraries and librarians. If this 
subject seems depressing (some of the narra-
tive is also quite heartening, especially reading 
about the everyday peo-
ple who came to rescue 
the surviving books af-
ter the fire), try some 
lighter fare by watching 
The Booksellers (2020) 
online instead. This is a 
quirky documentary that 
looks at the book trade in 
New  
York City and includes 
shops and libraries the 
discerning bibliophile will recognize. That 
film can be purchased for a minimal sum 
online.  
  

Other News  
 
NYC Library Protests Continue  
 
Carolyn McIntyre, an advocate for New York 
City libraries and leader of Citizens Defending 
Libraries, continues to fight to save all New 
York City libraries. Her most public fight has 
been to save the collections of the main refer-
ence library on 42nd Street. While the Board 
of Trustees of the New York Public Library 
approved the development of 30,000 square 
feet under Bryant Park for additional storage 
at the main reference library (which will create 
space to house 1.5 million volumes), there is 
still concern about which collections will be 
readily accessible by scholars and the public. 
One of McIntyre's latest missives estimates 
that the New York Public Library squandered 
$18 million on the defeated Central Library 
Plan and argues that a rigorous public review 
would have saved millions in taxpayer dollars. 
The New York Times has published more than 
40 stories about the Central Library plan con-
troversy, and various pundits have spoken in 
the library’s defense. Meanwhile, MacIntyre 
and her supporters regularly organize pro-

tests and other activities around the city to 
save our books. More can be found on 
YouTube under “Selling our libraries.” See al-
so http://
citizensdefendinglibraries.blogspot.com. 

 

Online Resources  
 

Binding Project from IRHT 
 

The IRHT is in the process of posting over 
6,500 photographs of bindings on manuscripts 
and incunabula from public libraries in France. 
Viewers can now see the bindings of MSS in 
the libraries at Autun, Orléans, Tours or Ven-
dome. There are plans to post binding photo-
graphs from Angers and Reims in the coming 
weeks. See  
https://irht.hypotheses.org/1741. 

 
Margery Kempe 

Online 
 

This beautiful and 
easy to navigate 
website offers a digi-
tal facsimile of The 
Book of Margery 
Kempe alongside a 
modern transcription 
in facing page for-
mat. Designed by EBS member Joel Fredell, 
along with a team of young scholars, the site 
further includes a facsimile and transcription 
of de Worde’s printed edition, and a compre-
hensive bibliography. Fredell has added a new 
reader’s edition of The Book of Margery Kem-
pe; a collection of scholarly articles about The 
Book of Margery Kempe; and interactive com-
mentary from medieval scholars and research-
ers. See more at http://english.selu.edu/
humanitiesonline/kempe/. 
 

Schoenberg Database of  
Manuscripts 

 
The University of Pennsylvania’s Schoen-
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berg Database of Manuscripts (SDBM) makes 
available data on medieval manuscript books 
drawn from over 300 years of auction and 
sales catalogues, inventories, and catalogues 
from institutional and private collections. 
These records aid in locating and identifying 
MSS of five or more folios produced before 
1600, establishing provenance, and collecting 
descriptions about specific classes or types of 
MSS. The site includes comprehensive browse 
lists, transaction and bibliographic data for 
auction, sales and institutional catalogues, and 
more. Visit this site at http://
dla.library.upenn.edu/dla/schoenberg. 

 

Folger Unveils Digital Anthology 
 
The Folger Library has recently created A Dig-
ital Anthology of Early Modern English Dra-
ma (EMED) with information on 403 English 
plays by early modern authors. The site draws 
on playbooks from multiple rare book libraries 
and includes page-by-page images of some of 
the rare books. See emed.folger.edu. 
 

ACLS Humanities E-Book 
 
ACLS Humanities E-Book is offering individ-
ual subscriptions ($35 for one year) to its digi-
tal collection of over 3,300 full-text, cross-
searchable titles in the humanities to members 
of any one of the 70 constituent societies of 
the American Council of Learned Societies. A 
complete title list is available at http://
www.humanitiesebook.org/the-collection/
overview/.  
 

The Malory Project 
 
The Winchester manuscript of Sir Thomas 

Malory's Morte Darthur, along with the two 
Caxton editions in Rylands and the Morgan 
libraries, may be viewed on the Malory Project 
website, directed by EBS-member Takato 
Kato, and designed and maintained by Nick 
Hayward. The images were captured by a team 
of experts in digitization from the HUMI Pro-
ject led by Director Professor Toshiyuki Taka-
miya (a member of the EBS board of direc-
tors) and Technical Director Professor 
Masaaki Kashimura in 2003. For more, see 
www.maloryproject.com. 

 

Renaissance Cultural  
Crossroads 

 
Sponsored by the Centre for the Study of the 
Renaissance at the University of Warwick, this 
is an online catalogue of translations made in 
Britain from 1473 through 1640 compiled by 
EBS member Brenda Hosington. Funded by a 
grant from the Leverhulme Trust, this free site 
uses the format of the online STC but further 
offers additional information on translators 
and translations. A search of “Christine de Pi-
san,” for example, brings up four of her works 
that were translated into English and printed in 
England with full notes on each translation 
and translator. Visit http://
www.hrionline.ac.uk/rcc/. 
 

LALME Online 
 

Michael Johnston, Purdue 
University, has alerted 
EBS members to the very 
useful eLALME which 
was recently launched at a 
website sponsored by the 
University of Edinburgh and funded by the 
Arts and Humanities Research Council of 
Great Britain and the Andrew W. Mellon 
Foundation of New York. Scholars may con-
sult the site at http://www.lel.ed.ac.uk/ihd/
elalme/elalme_frames.html. 14 
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Database of Middle English  
Romance 

 
Sponsored by the University of York, the Da-
tabase of Middle English Romance allows 
modern readers to access information about 
more than 80 romances, including the date and 
place of composition, verse form, authorship 
and sources, extant MSS and early modern im-
prints, along with a full list of modern editions 
and plot summaries. Website: 
www.middleenglishromance.org.uk. 

 
Medieval Leavings:  
Archival Darlings 

 
EBS-member Kathleen E. 
Kennedy, editor of the brand-
new online journal Medieval 
Leavings (“Celebrating the 
Very Best in Peer Review Fail-

ures since 2020”), features a section titled 
“Archival Darlings.” Those wishing to publish 
in this venue are asked to write up a library 
find in 4,000 words or less, describing the find 
and explaining why this might be useful to 
other researchers. The journal is located here: 
https://medievaleavings.hcommons.org/about-
our-journal/. The Archival Darlings page is 
here: https://medievaleavings.hcommons.org/
our-archival-darlings/. 

 
The Wycliffite Repository 

 
This site makes Laurie Ringer’s (PhD, Univer-
sity of Hull, 2007) select concordance of ver-
nacular Wycliffite/Lollard texts available for 
scholarly consultation and research. The con-
cordance of 395 headwords was generated 
from an assemblage of 432 Middle English 
texts associated with the Wycliffite/Lollard 
heresy. Access is via PDF and web concord-
ance. For more details on the texts, head-
words, and the repository, please see https://

sites.google.com/a/cauc.ca/wycliffite-
repository/. 

 
 
 
 
 

St Andrews Collections 
 
Daryl Green, now College Librarian at Mag-
dalen College Oxford, began a blog on the St 
Andrews rare book collections, titled “Echoes 
from the Vault,” which has very regular new 
posts from Special Collections, Margaret Con-
nolly reports. Currently, one can access pod-
casts on the Treasures of the Library, on the 
Fasciculus Temporum, and on the Roll of 
Kings (by EBS member Margaret Connolly) 
or consult the 52 weeks of Historical How-
To’s for instructions as to how to make iron 
gall ink, for example. The blog is available at: 
http://standrewsrarebooks.wordpress.com/ The 
library website is: www.st-andrews.ac.uk/
specialcollections. 
 

Manuscripts on My Mind 
 
Brighten your day with an email newsletter 
from the Vatican Film Library at St Louis Uni-
versity. To subscribe or contribute, contact the 
editor, Susan L’Engle at lengles@slu.edu. Past 
issues in PDF format with lovely color repro-
ductions may be found at http://
slulink.slu.edu/special/vfl/resources/
newsletter3.pdf. 
 
Virtual Lecture on The Prayer Book of 

Claude de France 
 
Roger Wieck, curator of medieval manuscripts 
at the Morgan Library & Museum, offers a 
virtual discussion of the Prayer Book of 
Claude de France which also includes thumb-
nail images of all the illuminations. See 
https://www.themorgan.org/collection/Prayer-
Book-of-Claude-de-France. 
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RBS Lectures Available 
Online 

 
More than 100 lectures from 
the Book Arts Press/Rare 
Book School from the past 
four decades are available at  
www.rarebookschool.org/
lectures. These include talks 
by Nicolas Barker, G. Thom-

as Tanselle, Graham Pollard (“The Scope of 
Bibliography,” 27 November 1973, the earliest 
recorded lecture in this collection), D.F. 
McKenzie, and others. Additional lectures will 
be added this year. If there are specific re-
quests, please send them to Jere-
my.dibbell@virginia.edu. 
 

Sir Gawain and the 
Green Knight MS 

Online 
 

A digital facsimile of the 
British Library MS Cot-
ton Nero A.x.(art.3), the 
unique manuscript of Sir 
Gawain and the Green 
Knight, is available to 
scholars on a site hosted 
by the University of Cal-
gary. The 180 images of 
all four texts in the MS 
will be eventually ac-
companied by a tran-
scription of the poems 
with new introductory essays on the manu-
script along with its texts and illustrations. 
Available at http://www.gawain.ucalgary.ca/. 
 

Utrecht University Library  
Digitization Project 

 
Utrecht University Library is currently in the 
process of digitizing its 700+ manuscripts. The 
Utrecht Psalter, recently added to the 
UNESCO Memory of the World Register, can 
also now be viewed at www.utrechtpsalter.nl. 

Lambeth Palace Library Greek MSS 
Online 

 
The Lambeth Palace Greek 
MSS Descriptive Cata-
logue, compiled by Chris-
topher Wright and Maria 
Argyrou with the technical 
advice and support of Phil-
ip Taylor at RHUL Hellenic 
Institute, History Depart-
ment, in close collaboration 
with Lambeth Palace Li-
brary, is now freely acces-
sible online in the public 
domain. Visit the follow-
ing site: 
https://
mycoach.formservice.royalholloway.ac.uk/
Research/LPL-Greek-MSS-Cataloguing-
Project.html. 
 

Mapping Manuscript  
Migrations 

 
The MMM portal allows scholars to track 
more than 216,000 medieval and Renaissance 
manuscripts by origin, owner, author and title. 
The portal combines data from three MS data-
bases: the Schoenberg Database of MSS 
(University of Pennsylvania), Bibale at the 
IRHT, and Medieval Manuscripts in the Bod-
leian, Oxford. The portal link is: mapping-
manuscriptmigrations.org. 

  
French Renaissance  

Paleography at the Newberry 
 
In conjunction with the University of Toronto 
and with a grant from The Andrew W. Mellon 
Foundation, The Newberry Library in Chicago 
has created a set of digital tools to allow users 
to access, practice transcribing, and annotate 
French manuscripts dating from the late Mid-
dle Ages and Renaissance. The site has been 
designed so that other languages (Italian, 

Spanish, Portuguese) can be added in the fu-
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ture. More than 100 digitized manuscripts 
from the Newberry, along with the Huntington 
and Morgan libraries, appear on the site. For 
more, see paleography.library.utoronto.ca. 

MSS Fragments Project at Essex 
 
The Centre for Bibliographical History at the 
University of Essex is compiling a union cata-
logue of MS fragments in the British Isles, in 
which fragments are described as singletons; 
those which can be identified as coming from 
a “lost manuscript” are also gathered together 
and the imagined codex is given its own de-
scription and shelfmark. See 
www.lostmss.org.uk/project. 

 
Free Digital Images for Scholars 

 
The National Gallery and the Victoria and Al-
bert Museum in London, along with the Met-
ropolitan Museum of Art in New York, have 
made digital images of works from their col-
lections available for free for all scholarly 
publications. The National Gallery waives re-
production charges for digital images used in 
academic books and journals that meet specif-
ic criteria (nonprofit, short-run publications) 
and where orders are processed and delivered 
via its Picture Library website, 
www.nationalgalleryimages.co.uk.  Dis-
counts are available for images reproduced in 
student theses, academic presentations or lec-
tures, and noncommercial private use. The 
V&A offers publishers of academic books and 
scholarly articles direct download of more 
than 25,000 images directly from its website 
www.vandaimages.com. The Met in NY has 
joined with ARTstor to offer high-resolution 
images from its collections for scholarly publi-
cation free of charge. Images are available to 
users, both individual and institutional, who 
are not ARTstor subscribers. See 
www.artstor.org/what-is-artstor/w-html/

services-publishing.shtml. for more infor-
mation. 
 

Grant Opportunities and Awards 
 

Rare Book School Society of Fellows 
 
The Society of Fellows in Critical Bibliog-
raphy is dedicated to advancing the study of 
texts, images, and artifacts as material objects 
through interdisciplinary scholarship, and en-
riching humanist inquiry and education by 
identifying, mentoring, and training promising 
early career scholars. The Society’s members 
endeavor to integrate methods of critical bibli-
ography into their teaching and research, to 
foster collegial conversations about historical 
and emerging media across disciplines and in-
stitutions, and to share their knowledge with 
broader publics. Each year, ten Junior Fellows 
are selected to join the Society through an 
open application process. The Society invites 
applications for the Junior Fellows program 
from early-career scholars and researchers 
from all fields, with preference given to first-
time Rare Book School participants. Junior 
Fellows participate in two Rare Book School 
courses, seminars and symposia on critical 
bibliography, and a bibliographic field school. 
Applications from tenure track faculty, Ph.D. 
candidates, curators, librarians, those in post-
doctoral research and teaching positions, and 
independent scholars are welcome. Applicants 
must be Ph.D. candidates or possess the termi-
nal degree appropriate to their field (Ph.D., 
M.L.I.S., for example). The Society especially 
encourages applications from individuals from 
under-represented backgrounds, individuals 
from under-resourced institutions, and individ-
uals working on topics currently under-
represented in the fields of book history and 
bibliography. For more information, visit: 
https://rarebookschool.org/admissions-awards/
fellowships/sofcb/. 
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National Humanities Center 
Residential Fellowships 2020–2021 

 
The National Humanities Center invites appli-
cations for academic-year or one-semester res-
idencies. Fellowship applicants must have a 
PhD or equivalent scholarly credentials. Mid-
career as well as senior scholars from all areas 
of the humanities are welcome; emerging 
scholars with a strong record of peer-reviewed 
work are also invited to apply. The Center 
does not normally support the revision of a 
doctoral dissertation. Located in North Caroli-
na, the Center affords access to the rich cultur-
al and intellectual communities supported by 
the area’s research institutes, universities, and 
dynamic arts scene. Fellows have private stud-
ies; the library service delivers all research 
materials. Scholars from all parts of the globe 
are eligible; a stipend and travel expenses are 
provided. Two EBS members, Sonja Drimmer 
and Martha Rust, were named National Hu-
manities Center Fellows for the current year. 
For applications and further information, see 
http://nationalhumanitiescenter.org/become-a-
fellow  
 
Andrew W. Mellon Fellowship of Schol-

ars in Critical Bibliography 
 
The Rare Book School (based in Char-
lottesville, VA) has received three major grants 
from The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation to 
fund a three-year fellowship program at RBS, 
the Andrew W. Mellon Fellowship of Scholars 
in Critical Bibliography. The aim of the fel-
lowship program is to reinvigorate biblio-
graphical studies within the humanities by in-
troducing doctoral candidates, postdoctoral 
fellows, and junior faculty to specialized 
skills, methods, and professional networks for 
conducting advanced research with material 
texts. RBS-Mellon fellows receive financial 
support to attend a three-day orientation pro-

gram, to take a Rare Book School course each 
year of the three-year fellowship, and to par-
ticipate  
in at least one bibliographical field school, 
which are trips out to meet with leading cura-
tors, private collectors, antiquarian 
booksellers, and conservators. For infor-
mation, see rarebookschool.org  
 

 
 
 
 

 
The Association for Manuscripts and Archives 
in Research Collections (AMARC) promotes 
the accessibility, preservation, and study of 
medieval and later manuscripts and archives in 
libraries and other research collections in the 
United Kingdom and Ireland. Membership is 
open to all and includes reduced-rate attend-
ance at meetings, held usually three times per 
year (which often involve privileged access to 
manuscript collections), and the twice-yearly 
Newsletter. The AMARC Newsletter contains 
listings of worldwide exhibitions and confer-
ences, and UK lectures and seminars; it also 
includes a substantial bibliography of recent 
publications, recent acquisitions by libraries 
and museums, information about recent and 
forthcoming auction and dealer catalogs, and a 
list of useful websites. AMARC also offers 
grants. For further details, visit 
www.manuscripts.org.uk/amarc. For grants, 
see www.amarc.org.uk/grants/htm. 
 

Fellowships at the Beinecke  
Library for Visiting Scholars  

 
The Beinecke offers generous fellowships to 
support research in many fields. Visiting 
scholars enjoy access to the library’s collec-
tions and the support of the library’s staff. A 
Short-term Postdoctoral Fellowship is granted 
for one or two months, taken between Septem-
ber 1 and May 31. This pays for travel costs to 

and from New Haven and includes a living 
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allowance of $4000 a month. The Semester-
long Postdoctoral Fellowship supports those 
with a PhD and pays for travel costs to and 
from New Haven and a living allowance of 
$20,000. There are also Visiting Graduate Stu-
dent Fellowships. Applications for short-term 
and semester-long fellowships are due in mid-
December. Those for grad students are due in 
early November. Please see: 
beinecke.library.yale.edu/fellowships.  

 

Medieval Academy Announces Digital 
Humanities Prize 

 
Beginning in 2017, the annual Medieval Acad-
emy of America Digital Humanities Prize will 
be awarded to an outstanding digital research 
project in Medieval Studies created and 
launched within the last five years. The Prize, 
an award of $1,000, will be presented at the 
Medieval Academy of America's Annual 
Meeting.  The Digital Initiatives Advisory 
Board (DIAB) of the Medieval Academy of 
America will select the award-winning project  
based on DIAB's established criteria for high-
quality digital medievalist projects, consider-
ing the following criteria, among others: quali-
ty of research and contributions to Medieval 
Studies; goals and methodologies of the pro-
ject; design, presentation, and accessibility of 
the project; sustainability of the project and 
compatibility of its metadata. For more infor-
mation, see http://www.medievalacademy.org/
general/custom.asp?page=DHPrize. 
 

Amabie 
 
Satoko Tokunaga, EBS member and a former 
student of Toshiyuki Takamiya, sent a cute ar-
ticle to this writer at the start of COVID de-
tailing the handling of the pandemic in Japan, 
which in many ways seemed more organized 
than the decidedly random US approach. The 

article concerns a duck-billed mermaid who 
brings good luck and protection particularly 
against COVID. Amabie is a yōkai, one of a 
number of supernatural monsters and appari-
tions of Japanese folklore. The full description 
of Amabie is here:  
https://www.theguardian.com/travel/2020/
apr/10/amabie-japanese-twitter-sensation-
yokai-pandemic-defeating-monster-hope-to-
japan 
 
I originally posted this for students in the 
spring, but maybe some of us will find her 
helpful, too!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Conferences, Colloquia, Talks, Exhibi-
tions of Interest to EBS Members  
 
NB: Most conferences scheduled for fall and 
winter will be re-scheduled at the same or a 
similar time in 2021 (we hope). Some talks 
and conferences will be held online. Please 
keep us posted about these opportunities.  
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Membership or Renewal Form 
 

The Early Book Society grew out of sessions planned for the International Congress on Medieval Studies 
(Western Michigan University, Kalamazoo) by Sarah Horrall and Martha Driver. Founded as an inde-
pendent entity in 1987, the Society was formed to bring together all those who are interested in any as-
pect of the study of manuscripts and early printed books. EBS now has 475 members in the US, Canada, 
Japan, Ireland, Great Britain, and on the Continent. Membership brings announcements of EBS activities, 
including the biennial conference, as well as the membership list and the Journal of the Early Book Soci-
ety, both published annually, along with pre-publication discounts on books of interest to members and 
access to the EBS listserv. 
  
Dues are $40 or £24 for 2020 to 2021 (membership runs according to academic year). All members are 
asked to pay by mail by August 31, 2021. For this year’s issue of JEBS (24), please send a check made 
out to Early Book Society to Martha Driver at 333 East 53 St Apt 12B NY, NY 10022 by the August 
date. Those paying in sterling are asked to pay online or send a check to Margaret Connolly by that same 
date to receive JEBS 23. (See Subscription Information in this Newsletter.)  Members who are paid up for 
this year are encouraged to send a check later this fall to renew their membership (for the Newsletter and 
JEBS 24).  
 

JEBS may also be ordered separately from Pace UP (see www.pace.edu/press for details). Those who 
have paid dues are indicated on the EBS website: https://earlybooksociety.org/. Please share a copy of 
this announcement with an interested friend. 
               
I enclose $40 or £24 as dues for 2020–2021 membership in EBS. 
Name:               
Address:               
E-mail address:             
Affiliation:               
Research interests:             
               
 

Members paying in pounds sterling should send £24 to Margaret Connolly, Lauderdale, Cupar Road, 
Ceres, Fife, Scotland, KY15 5LP UK. Visit our Website at https://earlybooksociety.org/. Send Newsletter 

items of interest to the editor, S.C. Kaplan (sckaplan.editing@gmail.com). 
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The Early Book Society grew out of sessions planned for the International Congress on Medieval Studies 
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The Society’s other publication, Journal of the Early Book Society, may be ordered using the form that 
can be downloaded from the EBS website, http://www.pace.edu/press. Further deails about JEBS can be 
found under a separate heading in this Newsletter. 
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